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PREFACE

On the basis of an agreement of sister cooperation between J. E. Purkyné Univer-
sity, Brno, and B. Bierut University, Wroclaw, a versatile fruitful cooperation has
been developed in recent years in the field of geographical sciences. There are re-
gular exchange actions of workers in the form of stays, exchange students’ practi-
cal work, organization of common conferences and also the solution of common
research topics. The culmination of hitherto cooperation has been the common
university geographical expedition to Spitsbergen organized by the Geographical
Institute of Wroclaw University as a part of expeditions organized every year into
that region, in whose research the Polish institute has a tradition of many years.

The ohjective of the present paper is to give overall information about the ex-
pedition as well as to state the chief scientific knowledge in the light of hitherto
research carried out in that region by preceding Polish expeditions. Linking up
with the previous activity of Wroctaw University in the region of Werenskiold
Glacier, the paper also contains the description of its physical-geographical con-
ditions which are necessary for understanding the specific conditions of the Arc-
tic natural environment.

Besides the direct participants in the expedition on “Spitsbergen '85" also four
participant of preceding Spitsbergen expeditions from Wroctaw University, Dr.
Henryk Chmal, Dr. Janusz Kida, Dr. Jerzy Pereyma and Dr. Mieczystaw Sobik,
took part in the compilation and processing at the present paper.

The organization of the expedition itself and the compilation of the paper on
the following scope could not be completed without the help of many further
workers. Therefore, we would like to thank above all to the management of
Wroclaw University and the Geographical Institute, particularly to the rector of
Wroclaw University, Prof. Dr. Hab. Jan Morzymas, and the dean, Prof. Dr. Hab. Ta-
deusz Krupinski, and the head of the expedition, Prof. Dr. Hab. Alfred Jahn, the
same as Committe of Polar Research (Komitet Badan Polarnych) for the active
support of the whole expedition.

We are also obliged to Prof. Dr. Bedfich Ceresinik, CSc., rector of Brno Universi-
tv, who took the patronage of the participation of the Czechoslovak part of the
expedition and by his interest and support he significantly helped in the prepara-
tion and successful activity of the expedition.

For the loan of some meteorological apparatus we are obliged to Prof. Janos
Justyik, head of the Department of Meteorology, Kossuth Lijos University, Debre-

[5]



cen, and to Prof. RNDr. Jin Tomlain, DrSc., from the Department of Astronomy,
Geophysics and Meteorology of Comenius University, Bratislava.

We are also obliged to the Soviet trust Arktikugol and the head of the Soviet
Glaciological Expedition of the Geographical Institute of the Academy of Scien-
ces, USSR, Prof. Yevgeniy Maksimovitch Zinger, for the last week of our stay at
Spitsbergen in the Soviet settlement of Barentsburg.

It is also our pleasant duty to thank the reviewer of the paper Dr. Janusz Czer-
winski from the Institute of Geography of Wroclaw University for his kind review
of the paper and comments on its contents. Bjern Aune, head of the division of
Det Norske Meteorologiske Institutt in Oslo, has our thanks for granting us mete-
orological data from the region of Svalbard. We also thank Dr. Zbigniew Pietron
from the Institute of Meteorology and Water Management in Cracow for making
accessible the data about soil temperature at Hornsund, and Dr. Tadeusz Nie-
diwiedZ from the same institution for the manuscript of the paper about circulati-
on conditions in the region of Svalbard. We thanks Ing. M. Klimes, technical vi-
cedirector of Geodesy, state enterprise, Brno for the help with the print of the
geomorphological maps. Last but not least, we would like to thank all those who
contributed by even small advice or took part in processing data, in preparing
graphical supplements and the technical adjustment of the manuscript.

The present paper is devoted to the memory of the workers of the Geographical
Institute of Wroclaw University, Asst. Prof. Dr. Stanislaw Baranowski and Asst.
Prof. Dr. Jerzy Cegla, who have great merits in the research of the region where
the expedition worked and in the formation of research tradition of Wroclaw Uni-
versity and who, after their tragic death, are no longer among us.
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